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A Word From The Practice Chair

Summer is winding down and I hope you have 
plans to enjoy the last few weeks of summer before 
heading off to your local store for back-to-school 
supplies and clothes shopping. I do hope you have 
recharged your batteries this summer and are 
looking forward to sending the children back to 
school, and getting back to a more normal schedule.

The Heyl Royster team is hard at work on 
revamping and improving our spring seminar. You 
may recall that we took a year off for the purpose of 
providing you with a new product and experience. 
Even though this seminar will take place in May 
2020, we are already working on it and look forward 
to sharing updates and information about the 
seminar with you in the upcoming months.

The Illinois Workers’ Compensation Commission 
recently provided its Fiscal Year 2018 Annual Report. 
It was issued by Chairman Michael J. Brennan and 
provided to Governor J.B. Pritzker. I wanted to talk 
with you about the results of the report and what 
Chairman Brennan is focused upon during his tenure 
as Chairman.

The focus for Chairman Brennan is a technology 
upgrade. He wants the IWCC web site to be more 
user-friendly, and for all reporting and submissions 
to be done electronically. They are hoping to 
have the updated system in place as quickly as 
possible (updates to follow). Eventually, Chairman 
Brennan would like to see all evidence submitted 
to the Commission (whether at arbitration or the 
Commission level) to be done electronically. At this 
time, when a trial takes place, all exhibits are hand 

delivered, on paper, to the arbitrator. This becomes 
very burdensome and obviously something the 
Chairman and his Commission want to avoid in the 
future. We will talk more on that subject in future 
editions of this newsletter.

Now, on to an overview of the 2018 Annual 
Report. It has been estimated that approximately 
200,000 work-related accidents occur in the State 
of Illinois annually. In most of these circumstances 
(or cases) the injured worker does not lose any time 
from the workplace as a result of the injury. There 
were approximately 38,400 new claims filed with 
the Commission in 2018. That is roughly equal to 
the number filed in 2017. This does not take into 
account cases which were reinstated or remanded 
to the arbitrator for further proceedings. Outlined 
below is information with regard to the number 
of filings by Zone, as well as information which 
compares the number of Chicago filings (one 
hearing site) to the number of downstate filings.

Continued on next page...
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New Cases Filed in FY18
Chicago (1 hearing site): 17,196    Downstate (18 sites): 21,196

Cases Opened

In 2018, approximately 2,100 arbitration Decisions were issued, and approximately 51% of those 
Decisions were appealed to the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Commission. Thereafter, the Commission 
(appeal) issued 860 Decisions and of those 860 Decisions filed by the Commission, 25% were appealed to 
the Circuit Courts. We had 208 Circuit Court Decisions issued in 2018, and 80 Appellate Court Decisions. 
There were no Supreme Court Decisions issued in 2018. Please understand, it is not uncommon for the 
Illinois Supreme Court to hear no workers’ compensation claims. Frankly, it is rare that they hear any 
workers’ compensation claims/appeals.

Decisions and Appeals
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On the subject matter of cost to employers when dealing with workers’ compensation claims and the 
associated costs, based upon data provided by Oregon Estimate of Premium Rates (https://www.oregon.
gov/dcbs/reports/Documents/general/prem-sum/18-2082.pdf) and the latest statistics for 2018, Illinois was at 
$1.80 (per $100.00 of payroll) in comparison to the median rank based upon the 50 states of $1.70. Our 
ranking in 2018 was 22 out of a possible 51. Please keep in mind, the No. 1 ranking would note the state 
which has the most expensive premium rate. Therefore, this statistic tells us that our premium rates for 
2018 were more in line with what our premium rates were in 2006. This is the lowest the premium rate 
has been for quite some time. 

Cost to Employers

In comparing injury rates between our state and the United States (injury per 100,000 workers), we 
are at 3,028, wherein the U.S. average is approximately 3,200. We are under the median norm at this time. 
In comparing ourselves to other states in the Midwest, Illinois is toward the bottom in comparison to 
Wisconsin, Iowa and Indiana. We are more in line with the number of injuries per 100,000 workers when 
looking at the State of Michigan. Compared to other large industrial states such as Pennsylvania, California, 
Florida and Texas, we would also consider ourselves in the middle of that pack. For example, the State of 
California averages 4,200 injuries per 100,000 workers.

Frequency of Injury Per 100,000 Workers

Illinois: 3,028    Countrywide: 3,201

I find these statistics useful and informative as to how the State of Illinois is doing with its workers’ 
compensation claims in comparison to other states, and in comparison to ourselves from prior years. 
Generally speaking, we are doing well, but there is room for improvement. I have enclosed a link to the 
full report, on file at the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Commission and the State of Illinois, if you would 
like to examine the full report for further details. https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/iwcc/about/Documents/
FY2018AnnualReport.pdf

Toney J. Tomaso
Workers' Compensation Practice Chair
ttomaso@heylroyster.com

https://www.oregon.gov/dcbs/reports/Documents/general/prem-sum/18-2082.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/dcbs/reports/Documents/general/prem-sum/18-2082.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/iwcc/about/Documents/FY2018AnnualReport.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/iwcc/about/Documents/FY2018AnnualReport.pdf
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Contact Attorney:
Toney Tomaso - ttomaso@heylroyster.com
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Workers’ Compensation Appellate
Toney Tomaso - ttomaso@heylroyster.com 
Dana J. Hughes - dhughes@heylroyster.com
217-344-0060

State of Wisconsin
Contact Attorney:
Kevin J. Luther - kluther@heylroyster.com
815-963-4454

Jones Act Claims
Contact Attorney:
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Dockets Covered:
Collinsville • Herrin • Mt. Vernon
Contact Attorneys:
Toney J. Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com
618.656.4646
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Dockets Covered:
Quincy • Springfield • Urbana
Contact Attorney:
Bruce L. Bonds
bbonds@heylroyster.com
217.344.0060
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Dockets Covered:
Bloomington • Rock Island • Peoria
Contact Attorney:
Dana J. Hughes
dhughes@heylroyster.com
309.676.0400

Zo
ne

 6

Dockets Covered:
Elgin • Geneva • Wheaton
Contact Attorney:
Kevin J. Luther
kluther@heylroyster.com
815.963.4454
Dockets Covered:
Rockford • Waukegan • Woodstock
Contact Attorneys:
Kevin J. Luther
kluther@heylroyster.com
Lynsey A. Welch
lwelch@heylroyster.com
815.963.4454
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Dockets Covered:
Kankakee • New Lenox • Ottawa
Contact Attorney:
Kevin J. Luther
kluther@heylroyster.com
815.963.4454
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eContact Attorney:

Brad A. Antonacci
bantonacci@heylroyster.com
Kevin J. Luther
kluther@heylroyster.com
312.971.9807
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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION OFFICE LOCATIONS

Champaign
301 N. Neil St.
Suite 505
PO Box 1190
Champaign, IL 
61803
217.344.0060 

Chicago
33 N. Dearborn St.
Seventh Floor
Chicago, IL 
60602
312.853.8700 

Edwardsville
105 W. Vandalia St.
Mark Twain Plaza III 
Suite 100
PO Box 467
Edwardsville, IL 
62025
618.656.4646

 Peoria
 300 Hamilton Blvd.
 PO Box 6199
 Peoria, IL 
 61601
 309.676.0400 

Rockford
120 W. State St.
Second Floor
PO Box 1288
Rockford, IL 
61105
815.963.4454

Springfield
3731 Wabash Ave.
PO Box 9678
Springfield, IL 
62791
217.522.8822

St. Louis
701 Market St.
Peabody Plaza
PO Box 775430
St. Louis, MO 
63177
314.241.2018
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Dockets Covered:
Cape Girardeau • Jefferson City 
Joplin • Kansas City • Springfield
St. Joseph • St. Louis
Contact Attorneys:
Toney J. Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com
Amber D. Cameron
acameron@heylroyster.com
314.241.2018
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Practice Group Chair
Toney Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com

Peoria Offi ce

Jessica Bell 
jbell@heylroyster.com

Bradford Ingram
bingram@heylroyster.com

James Manning
jmanning@heylroyster.com

Contact
Attorney: 
Dana Hughes
dhughes@heylroyster.com

Champaign Offi ce

John Flodstrom
jfl odstrom@heylroyster.com

Joseph Guyette 
jguyette@heylroyster.com

Bradford Peterson
bpeterson@heylroyster.com

Toney Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com

Contact
Attorney: 
Bruce Bonds
bbonds@heylroyster.com

Appellate
Contact
Attorney:
Toney Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com

Dana Hughes
dhughes@heylroyster.com

Edwardsville Offi ce

Amber Cameron
acameron@heylroyster.com

Contact
Attorney: 
Toney Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com

John Flodstrom
jfl odstrom@heylroyster.com

Rockford Offi ce

Lynsey Welch
lwelch@heylroyster.com

Contact
Attorney: 
Kevin Luther
kluther@heylroyster.com

Jordan Emmert
jemmert@heylroyster.com

Scott Hall
shall@heylroyster.com

Springfi eld Offi ce

Jessica Bell 
jbell@heylroyster.com

John Langfelder
jlangfelder@heylroyster.com

Contact
Attorney:
Dan Simmons
dsimmons@heylroyster.com

Chicago Offi ce

Kevin Luther
kluther@heylroyster.com

Lynsey Welch
lwelch@heylroyster.com

Contact
Attorney:
Brad Antonacci
bantonacci@heylroyster.com

Reginald Lys
rlys@heylroyster.com

Joseph Rust
jrust@heylroyster.com

St. Louis Offi ce

Amber Cameron
acameron@heylroyster.com

Contact Attorneys: 

Toney Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com
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Peoria

300 Hamilton Blvd.
PO Box 6199
Peoria, IL 
61601
309.676.0400 

Champaign

301 N. Neil St.
Suite 505
PO Box 1190
Champaign, IL 
61803
217.344.0060 

Chicago

33 N. Dearborn St.
Seventh Floor
Chicago, IL 
60602
312.853.8700 

Edwardsville

105 W. Vandalia St.
Mark Twain Plaza III
Suite 100
PO Box 467
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120 W. State St.
Second Floor
PO Box 1288
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Springfi eld, IL 
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PO Box 775430
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Jackson

1000 Highland 
Colony Pkwy.
Suite 5203
Ridgeland, MS 
39157
800.642.7471

Healthcare
Roger Clayton
rclayton@heylroyster.com 

Insurance Services
Patrick Cloud
pcloud@heylroyster.com

Long Term Care/Nursing Homes
Tyler Robinson
trobinson@heylroyster.com

Product Liability
Rex Linder
rlinder@heylroyster.com

Professional Liability
Renee Monfort 
rmonfort@heylroyster.com

Toxic Torts & Asbestos
Kent Plotner
kplotner@heylroyster.com 

Trucking/Motor Carrier Litigation
Matt Heffl efi nger
mheffl efi nger@heylroyster.com

Workers’ Compensation
Toney Tomaso
ttomaso@heylroyster.com

Appellate Advocacy
Craig Unrath
cunrath@heylroyster.com

Business and Commercial Litigation
John Heil
jheil@heylroyster.com

Business Organizations & Transactions
Ken Davies 
kdavies@heylroyster.com

Casualty/Tort Litigation
Nick Bertschy
nbertschy@heylroyster.com

Civil Rights Litigation/Section 1983
Keith Fruehling
kfruehling@heylroyster.com

Construction
Mark McClenathan
mmcclenathan@heylroyster.com

Employment & Labor
Brad Ingram
bingram@heylroyster.com

Governmental
Andy Keyt
akeyt@heylroyster.com
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